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Minutes  

for MARLOW WW1  

Those Present: Mike Hyde, Martin Blunkell, Andy Ford, Belinda Ford, Shaun Murphy, Claire 
Farrell, Gareth Roblin 

Date:  15 July 2015 

Venue:  

  Action 

1.  Apologies  
Geoff Wood, Roger Wilson, Jan Caddie 
 

 

2.  Minutes of last meeting   
Agreed and no matters arising 

 
 

3.  Heritage event – Trenches 
The group agreed that the event had gone well. The service ran smoothly, 
the children’s activities were successful, and the displays, trench cake, and 
trenches tours were popular and well received. Attendance was on the 
whole, good, although we could have accommodated more people.  There 
was an issue about the timing of the service which was noted by a couple of 
visitors and the absence of the Air Cadets was disappointing. 
 
Feedback from visitors and contributors has been positive.  
Thank you emails have been sent out. 
 
Costs of the event – to be covered by restricted funds: 
Cakes - £40 
Printing - £100 
Design of leaflets - £100 est 
Presentation frame and wreath – cost tbc 
Possible payment to Nick Davey of £20 for playing Last Post etc. Belinda to 
discuss with his father 
Mike Willoughby - £100 
Other payments to be on expense basis only 
We took £90 in donations and AIM took £50 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Belinda 

4.  Churchyard commemoration – Le Thicke 
Arranged for 11am in Bisham churchyard.  
Martin to contact John Bustin to ensure he can undertake the service.  
Jan is completing the research.  
Belinda to ascertain whether we can leave a potted plant in the churchyard. 
Shaun will organise a cross for the grave. 
Gareth to contact South Wales Borderers museum to find out further 
information about Le Thicke. 
 

 
 
Martin 
Jan 
Belinda 
Shaun 
Gareth 

5.  Next museum display 
To cover the period August-October 1915. Propose a Gallipoli panel, a panel 
on William North and a panel on Marlow’s trenches. 

 
Andy 
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Consideration to be given to where we will store the panels. 
 

6.  Contribution from BCC 
We have recently received a cheque to the value of £425 from BCC 
following a request from Cllr Scott for funding applications. The group 
discussed how this could be spent. 
 
Agreed that we will look at developing a number of competitions/research 
initiatives to cover different age groups, including older people and school 
pupils. Martin to speak with Age Concern and Claire to pick up schools in 
September and also WI – following their involvement with the trench cakes. 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Martin 
 
Claire 

7.  Marlow Society talk 
Scheduled for 16 November.  Andy will talk about conscription and there is 
space for other contributions from group members. 
 

 
Andy 

8.  War memorials survey 
Training has been organised for 28 November, 10-4pm at Booker Memorial 
Hall. Civic Voice will advertise and cover costs.  We can then develop the 
initiative locally and establish our own boundaries.  
 

 
Andy 

9.  Research update 
Brought forward as Jan not present. 
 

 

10.  Finances 
Gareth circulated the finances update and emphasised the need to focus 
our efforts on the spending of the restricted funds, ie the lottery grant, as 
specified in our application.  
Suggested that Jan could talk to WI members about completion of research. 
Also suggested working with the brewery housing site in Marlow to develop 
an information board. Martin to talk with Bob Savidge. 
  

 
 
 
 
Jan 
Martin 

11.  Crosses 
Shaun advised that the original crosses have been removed by the grass 
cutters and dumped. He will speak to the contractors and is, anyway, 
redoing all the crosses to make them more durable. 
 

 
 
Shaun 

12.  AOB 
Heritage Day – 12 Sept – no update from Geoff as to whether this is taking 
place this year. Belinda to contact Geoff to establish. 
Marlow Carnival – 19 Sept – decision made to take part and to purchase our 
own gazebo. Belinda to speak to Marlow Striders about options. 
 

 
 
Belinda 
 
Belinda 

13.  Next Meeting 7.30pm Thursday 3rd September at Mike’s house. Tentative 
plan to go for holding meetings on the first Thursday in each month – 
Belinda to check with Jan. 
 

All 
 
Belinda 

14.  List of meeting dates and other dates for the diary 
 
Meeting dates: 
Thursday 3 September 
Thursday 8 October 

 



3 
 

Thursday 12 November 
Thursday 10 December 
 
Other dates: 
Saturday 12 September - Heritage Day 
Saturday 19 September – Marlow Carnival 
Monday 16 November – Talk to Marlow Society Local History Group 
Saturday 28 November – War Memorials Workshop - Booker 
 

                          

 
 
 

 


