Minutes
for MARLOW WW1

Present: Mike Hyde, Andy Ford, Martin Blunkell, Jan Caddie, Claire Farrell, Shaun Murphy & Gareth
Roblin

Date: 23 April 2015

Action

1. | Apologies
Belinda Ford, Geoff Wood. Roger Wilson,

2. | Matters arising

8. Marlow Town Council & Marlow Forum agreed that commemorating
WW1 could be part of the reinstatement of the avenue of trees on the
eastern approaches to the town.

16. A one-year subscription to Forces War Records had been purchased
- the cost was less than expected. Details will be given to Shaun & Jan. | Andy
AF was due to see Patricia Burstall on Saturday 25 April regarding a
possible MRWW1 walk.

3. | Easter Sunday Church Service & Cemetery Graves

The service on Easter Sunday went well. It was felt that the length and
tone were just right. The laminated photo was a nice touch. The next
one is 23 July for Le Thicke & Godfrey-Faussett. It was noted that we Martin
had missed the anniversary of the burial of Major Nigel Baynes.

John Bustin has found another grave in All Saints and is researching that

man. His email will be circulated to everyone. Andy

The list of graves needs to be updated again to include graves in Jan
churchyards.

4. | Meeting with other local groups

Mike and Andy met with Booker, Loudwater and Flackwell Heath
groups at Flackwell Heath. Everyone appeared to be researching those
who died but various commemorations are being held including tolling
a bell on the anniversary of each death. One suggestion was a visit to
the Battlefields for those who had not been. It was agreed to keep in
touch.

5. | War Memorials

Andy went to a conference in Harrow on 28 March - mostly people from
the London area. Civic Voice (ex Civic Trust) are aiming to compile a
comprehensive database of war memorials, plaques, memorial books
etc. to include their condition. There is the possibility of grants to
support renovation where necessary - particularly aimed at making sure
names remain legible. It was agreed that this was something we could
do in the Marlow area, possibly to include the schools.

The speaker is willing to give a talk in our area and it was intended to
include representatives from as wide an area as possible, i.e. Andy
Maidenhead. To invite Buckinghamshire Remembers as they probably
know more about all the local memorials than anyone.

6. | Gallipoli Commemoration

A report on Marlow’s contribution to the campaign had been sent to
the BFP. It was intended for publication this Friday, 24 April, but there
is now a possibility it will be split over 2 weeks. Martin reported that




News Quest, owners of BFP, are retrenching and may discontinue the
Marlow FP.

Frohman / Lusitania commemoration
Geoff Wood has organised a short service at the Frohman statue at
3pm on 7" May. Shaun had the wreath with him.

Trenches Heritage Day - 12 July

Mike reported that emails have now gone out inviting representatives
from local councils etc.

- The Woodland Trust has arranged First Aid, Insurance and a Children’s
Play Area.

- Still lacking food and drinks. Belinda has located someone prepared
to do it but requiring a £50 takings guarantee - this was agreed.

- Stewards - Rotary and the Woodland Trust have said they will help.

- Jon Hilton will put on a display as he did at Borlase and will provide his
own very large gazebo.

- Publicity - Marlovian - also need to notify local clubs etc.

Belinda

Mike

Churchyards

A new listing is required - as above.

The next date so far listed is later in the year. Mention was made of
Gerald Le Thicke who is buried in Bisham Churchyard.

Jan

10.

Research Update

Jan reported that due to her illness earlier in the year this is now very
behind - she hopes to have more time in May but could do with more
help - the numbers are increasing and she has limited time. It was
suggested that a poster in the library may generate some interest. Jan
will contact Margaret Campbell again but she needs training.

AF reported that Mary Lou Stephenson has completed the research on
the men from the Rowing Club. Belinda has a copy of it.

11.

Website

This is now more or less up-to-date. Following a meeting with Jan last
week AF is to meet with Chris tomorrow to discuss how the database
could be simplified and amended to provide links to the research done.

Andy

12.

Finance
A donation of £50 re the Memories of Marlow event has been received
from the Marlow Society.

All invoices should be addressed to Marlow Remembers WW1
Association. SM handed in a ‘request for donation’ relating to the
wreath.

13.

Museum Displays

The material for the next exhibition has been sent to Philip Kersey -
William Henry Nottingham; Lusitania sinking; The Frohman Memorial
and this will hopefully be ready for 1* May. SM handed a facsimile of
the German Lusitania sinking medallion on loan to MH for the museum
display.

The previous display boards are currently at the Marlow Club - it was
suggested that an appeal for help with research be added to the
displays.

Belinda

14.

Newsletters
AF hoped to produce one for early May and will send material to Tony
before going away. Tony will put it together and then circulate it for




editing/proofing etc.

Jan will circulate finished copy - list of contacts to be provided by Belinda
Belinda.
It was noted that we need to re-visit the story of William North as there
were 2 of them.

15| Remembrance Crosses
These are up-to-date. Shaun has now planted 33 crosses and has 2 + a
replacement to do this week.

16. Project Plan
This is in hand but not updated in time for the meeting.

17 AOB
Schools - not much happening as the curriculum has changed and WW1
is no longer included - however the education pack is likely to be re-
visited at Remembrance each year.
Shaun asked when we are considering the end of the war to have been.
Agreed 1914-1919.
Church Remembrance Book - this cannot really be considered until
nearer the end of the 4 years as the research needs to be completed
first.
The series of 7 leaflets on the OBLI battalions - £2.50 ea, £15 the set at
the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum have yet to be purchased. If
anyone decides to go please purchase and let everyone know.
Mike noted that he is organising a trip to “Chicksands” for the
Medmenham Collection on Tuesday 9" June - if anyone is interested in
joining please contact him.

18. Next Meeting
As Belinda can no longer make Thursday evenings the schedule of All

meetings was rearranged.

The next meeting is now at 7.30pm Tuesday 16" June at Mike’s house
thereafter on Monday 13" July and Tuesday 1% September. Please
amend your diaries.




