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Letters from the 
Front

Many Marlow men serving during the War wrote letters home describing their experiences. Some were 
printed in the local newspaper, the South Bucks Free Press. Here is a copy of a letter from Lance-Corporal 
James Reading to his family from January 1915 that was printed in the paper.

James was born in Marlow in 1891. He was educated at Sir William Borlase’s School between 1901 and 1907. Before the 
War, he lived with his parents in Station Road and worked as an insurance clerk with Royal Exchange. He was a 
member of the rowing club. A month a�er writing the letter, James was wounded but continued to serve in France. He 
was killed by shell �re on 28 April 1915 and is commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres.

�e Menin Gate Memorial where James Reading is commemorated.

James Reading’s letter from the frontline, January 1915


